
 
 
 
   
   

 
 
 
 

      

In the aftermath of April 
2011, among an army of 
volunteers and organizations, 
Habitat for Humanity has led 
the way in recovery in 
Tuscaloosa. This Tuesday 
Rotarians will hear more 
about the organization’s 

recent work. Bob Johnson, Director of Habitat for Humanity of 
Tuscaloosa, will speak to the club.  

 Bob grew up in Decatur and studied Economics and 
Political Science at the University of Alabama. He then completed 
graduate work at Fuller Seminary in California and Wheaton 
Graduate School in Illinois. He spent 18 years in pastoral ministry 
before going to work for Habitat for Humanity International. 

Habitat owes is origins to Koinonia Farm, founded in 1942 
by farmer and biblical scholar Clarence Jordan. Millard Fuller , 
who graduated from University of Alabama before building a 
successful business in Montgomery, later connected with Jordan, 
and together they developed the concept of “partnership 
housing.” This led to the creation of Habitat for Humanity 
International in 1976.  

Habitat for Humanity of Tuscaloosa began in 1987 through 
the efforts of Hank Hawkins, a friend and classmate of Fuller's at 
the University of Alabama. 

For more information on Habitat for Humanity and its 
work in Tuscaloosa, visit www.habitattuscaloosa.org. 
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State Superintendent of Education Tommy Bice has heard 
all of the complaints and cries for reform that surround 
public education: the schools are in crisis; they are failing 
our children and do not serve the public; our dropout rates 
are too high, and our state is last in education. Last week, 
Bice came to the Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa to dispel some 
of those myths, and to paint a realistic future for our 
schools.  Rotarian Jim McLean introduced the speaker. 
 

 
 Bice noted that Quality Counts, an organization that ranks public 
education throughout the country, recently put Alabama at 25th in the nation 
for public education. Another organization, part of Colin Powell’s initiatives for 
public education, ranked our state 4th in the nation for work in reducing 
dropout rates.  
 
 
 Alabama schools have other points of pride as well:  an increase of 207% 
of minority participation in AP programs, for example, and  distance learning 
for underserved rural areas. And recent measurements show the initiatives are 
working: one important national assessment, for example, shows that Alabama 
leads the nation in 4th grade reading. 
  
 Looking to the future, Bice emphasized that the success of any school 
system will be based on the quality of its teachers. He challenged Alabama to 
invest and to innovate, and especially to improve its pre-K education. He 
pointed to studies proving that a 129 million investment in state wide pre-K 
education would save 2 billion in future losses from poverty, drop-out rates 
and their consequences. 
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Rotary of Tuscaloosa Honors Northside’s Best  
 
Last Tuesday evening, Rotarian Jim 
McLean presented  a $1,000 Tuscaloosa 
Rotary Club Scholarship to Mr. Brandon 
Hall, a graduating senior at Northside High 
School, our Adopt-a-School partner.  Mr. 
Hall will be attending The University of 
Alabama in the fall and majoring in 
Engineering.  

 
Honor students at Northside also received t-shirts for Honors Week that were 
provided by the Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa. Congratulations to Brandon and to 
all of Northside’s honor students! 
 

 
 

Morning Club Fundraiser May 19 
 
Rotarian Millie Jackson of the Morning Club announced to Tuscaloosa Rotary 
their upcoming fundraiser, “Wine Down With Rotary.” The event will be held 
on May 19 from 7-9 p.m. at the Harrison Gallery downtown. Fine wines and 
matching foods will be served. Tickets are $ 50, with all proceeds going to 
Rotary’s effort to eradicate Polio. Contact the Morning Club for more 
information.  

 
 

 Rotarian Margaret King Honored  
 

Dr. Margaret King has been awarded the Capstone Education Society's 
Excellence in Teaching Award.  The award recognizes academic excellence and 
outstanding service to the profession.  Dr. King’s name will be engraved on a 
plaque permanently displayed in Graves Hall.  We are honored that a member 
of Tuscaloosa Rotary is the recipient of this prestigious award.  Congratulations 
to Dr. King! 
 



 
 

Guests, May 1 
  
  
Guests at the May 1 meeting of the Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa 
included Renwick Jones (Stillman College), guest of Jordan 
Plaster; Grant Buck (Hull and Associates), guest of Lewis Carnes; 
Jamie Dykes (Habitat for Humanity), guest of Tanya Carlisle; and 
Dr. Lisa Ramirez (Medical Research), guest of Becky York. 

 

 
 

At the Head Table, May 1 
 

Rotarian Susan Caples has been a member of Rotary since 1995 
and is a Past President. She is a graduate of Auburn University who 
has worked at the University of Alabama as Assistant Director of 
Transportation Services. She is a proud new grandparent. Rotarian 
Sandra Ray is owner of Hall-Ray Realty. She was the third female 
member of Tuscaloosa Rotary, and is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow. 
She is also a former school board member. Rotarian Kim 
McMurry is a registered Architect in Alabama and Georgia, a 
graduate of Arizona State University College of Architecture the 
MBA program at UAB. She has spent most of her career 
specializing in facilities for healthcare and education.  Jim Mclean 
is a University Professor and Dean of the College of Education at 
The University of Alabama.  He joined Rotary in early 2005,  
currently chairs the Rotary Adopt-a-School Committee and serves 
on the Scholarship Committee.  Jim is also a multiple Paul Harris 
Fellow. 
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“If there is any one 
particular in which I 
would have Rotary 
distinguished from 
other organizations, 
it is in the quality of 

character which 
results in the doing 

of things.” 
 

 — Paul Harris    
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You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Special Interest Story Headline 
 

“To catch the 
reader’s attention, 
place an interesting 

quote here.” 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

Don’t forget these two important 

Rotary events coming up in late 

January: 

1. “EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 

SEMINAR” Thursday, January 
28, 2010 at Indian Hills 
Country Club.   Renowned 

speaker and international 

presenter Michael Angelo 

Caruso will deliver a sure-to-

be fascinating presentation on 

the essence of leadership.  

Funds will go to support the 

Critical Care Transport Unit for 

Children’s Hospital of 

Alabama.  For more 

information on tickets and 

available discounts, contact 

club President Jordan Plaster. 

2. “SWEETHEART’S NIGHT” 

Thursday, Feb. 18
th

, North River  

FROM PRESIDENT JORDAN PLASTER 

THE ROTARY CLUB 

OF TUSCALOOSA 

PO Box 2403 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

35403 

  

  

this newsletter is to develop and write 

your own articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special offer 

that promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

  Web site. Microsoft offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter to a 

Web publication. So, when you’re 

finished writing your newsletter, 

convert it to a Web site and post it. 

  

 

  

Above: Author and 
Professor Howard 
Jones describes 
his new book, Blue 
and Gray 
Diplomacy, at 
Tuesday’s meeting.  
It was Jones’ third  
career visit to the 
Rotary club.  
(Photo by Laura 

Aaron) 

 

Right: A total of 121 
Rotarians and 17 
guests filled the 
ballroom at Tuesday’s 
meeting.   The 
attendance total was 
the second highest 
crowd of the year:  UA 
President Dr. Robert 
Witt drew 130 
members on January 
12

th
, 2010.  (Photo by 

Laura Aaron) 

 

 

  

Club President Jordan Plaster (above right) offered a special thanks to Dianne Salls, Joe 
Bedingfield, Fran Reilly, and Laura Aaron for their help in planning the party.   The 
committee stopped at nothing to make sure that each table had the appropriate, Valentine-
themed décor (above right)! 

 

       SERVICE ABOVE SELF 
            www.rotarytuscaloosa.com 

 
 

HONOR FLIGHT TO LAND ON MAY 1 
ROTARIANS NEEDED TO GREET VETERANS  

 Tuscaloosa Rotary will sponsor the 
its inaugural Honor Flight on May 1st, 
2010 at Tuscaloosa Regional Airport.  
Approximately 105 WWII veterans 
will depart from this location at 7:00 
AM that morning, will spend the day 
in Washington, D.C. touring the WWII 
monument, and will return to 
Tuscaloosa at about 8:10 PM that 
night to great fanfare.  Among those 
present to welcome the veterans 
home, there will be local Boy Scout 
troops, several marching bands from 
area high schools, and of course, a 
crowd of grateful citizens! 
   Honor Flight organizers encourage 
all Rotarians to show their support for 
these veterans by attending the 
homecoming ceremony on Saturday 
night.  Please be aware that the 
plane will return to BAMA AIR, INC. 
at the regional airport.  BAMA AIR is 
located at 4800 Carter Drive outside 
of the regional airport! 

   Hope to see you there!     
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