
 
 
 
   
   

 
 
 
 

       

The Tuscaloosa Tourism 
and Sports Commission was 
recently formed to help focus 
our city’s development around 
two of its obvious strengths. 
Earlier this year the 

Commission’s board then appointed its first leader, Susan West, 
to the position of CEO. West will speak to the Rotary Club of 
Tuscaloosa this week about the mission of the Commission and 
her vision for the future. 

West comes to her position after a decade at the University 
of Alabama. There she was assistant dean and director of the 
Masters of Business Administration programs for the Manderson 
Graduate School of Business, a position she held from August 
2001. West is also a graduate of Alabama, earning a Bachelor's 
degree in finance in 1986 and an MBA in 1998.    

West’s background is not in tourism or sports, but 
insurance. Before coming to UA she held positions as a manager 
or executive for insurance companies in Nashville, Tenn., and 
Newport Beach, Calif.  

But West has insisted that the important aspects of her job 
require excellence in leadership and management, and in that 
regard she is very well prepared for the challenges of her new job. 

For more information on West and the TTSC, visit 
http://visittuscaloosa.com. 

The Nerve      
A Weekly Newsletter of the Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa 
P.O. Box 2403, Tuscaloosa, AL 35403 — www.Rotarytuscaloosa.com   
Volume 94 — Issue 45 — May 15, 2012 

 
 

 This Week, May 15 
 Susan West Helps Bring Tourists to T-

Town 

 
Club Officers, 2011-12 

 
Warner Johnson 

President 
 

 James Leitner 
President-Elect 

 
Nancy Jones  

Secretary 
 

Laura Aaron 
Treasurer 

 
Frank Deaver 

Executive Director 
 

 Becky York 
Sergeant-At-Arms 

 
Directors, 2011-12 

 

Clark Swail  
Membership 

 
Lee Henderson 

 Programs 
 

Jimmy Mixson 
Communications 

 
Glenda Guyton 

Vocational 
 

 Chuck Turner 
Community Service 

 
 Mark Heinrich 

International 
 

Ralph Clements 
Foundation 

 
 Jim Shamblin 
Past President 

 
Jerry Shepherd  

Assistant District Governor 

http://visittuscaloosa.com/
http://www.rotarytuscaloosa.com/


 

  
  
 Bob Johnson knew all about the consequences of natural disasters when 
he came to Tuscaloosa on June 1, 201, as director of the local chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity.  In the wake of hurricane Katrina, he had worked with 
Habitat in Hancock County, MS, and with  FEMA and HUD to help rebuild.  
Bob had been one of the first to respond to calls for help in Tuscaloosa in 
April, 2011. He came in May to help Habitat here, and he now finds himself a 
leader for the organization in the city, even though he still lives in Atlanta. 
Johnson told Rotarians a little about what his organization has done locally in 
the aftermath of the storm. Rotarian Chuck Turner introduced the speaker. 
 
 Habitat has sponsored 5,000 volunteers since July, 2011. They work here 
to help build attractive and affordable homes that add value to family and 
neighborhoods.  And the houses are safe! They can withstand 140 mph winds, 
and are equipped with safe rooms. Habitat usually builds one house every 12-
18 months, Johnson said.  
 
 And the Habitat mission, he emphasized, is about more than building 
homes. It is about building lives and communities. Habitat has partnered with 
Nick's Kids and the Literacy Council of West Alabama, for example, to create  
a temporary community-learning center for the Literacy Council of West 
Alabama.  The aim is to help families through education, financial literacy and 
other life skills, to move from poverty to middle class.        
 
 
 

 
 

 Rotary Proposes New Member 
and Elects New Officers 

Ford Williams has been proposed as a new member of Rotary. He has a 
Bachelors’ degree from Washington and Lee in Business, and is currently self-
employed. Rotarians also elected Karen Baldwin as President for 2013-14, and 
Frank Deaver to the Board of the Tuscaloosa Rotary Memorial Foundation. 
Dr. Baldwin is the interim vice president for advancement at The University of 
Alabama. She oversees UA’s capital campaign, major gifts, corporate and 

Last Week, May 8 

  Bob Johnson and Habitat for Humanity Rebuild 
Homes and Communities after April, 2011 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 



foundation fundraising, annual fund, gift records, alumni database 
management, and fundraising communications. She has been a member of 
Tuscaloosa Rotary since 2001 and has served in many capacities, including as 
member of the Board of Directors. Dr. Deaver is a Professor of Journalism 
Emeritus at the University  of Alabama. He received his PhD. From the Univ. 
of Texas, and joined our Rotary club in Aug 1969. He served as president in 
1980-81, treasurer 1998-2003, and Executive Director 2000-present. In this 
capacity, he has published the Nerve, kept the archives and other records, 
mentored many and served in many other capacities. His generosity has also 
allowed the Tuscaloosa Rotary Memorial Foundation to fund a yearly 
scholarship at the University for international studies.   

 

 
 

Morning Club Fundraiser May 19 
 
The Morning Club would like to remind Tuscaloosa Rotary about their 
upcoming fundraiser, “Wine Down With Rotary.” The event will be held on 
May 19 from 7-9 p.m. at the Harrison Gallery downtown. Fine wines and 
matching foods will be served. Tickets are $50, with all proceeds going to 
Rotary’s effort to eradicate Polio. Contact the Morning Club for more 
information.  

 
 

  May Birthdays 
 

Bob Almon (5/3), Stacie Kirkland (5/3), Laura Crissey (5/5), Bob Amason 
(5/12), John Fisher (5/14), Chris Latham (5/14), Jane Stanfield (5/19), Blake 
Jackson (5/20), Camille Cochrane (5/23), Becky York (5/23), Jim Hughey 
(5/26), Tab Swann (5/26), Rodney Landreth (5/26), Mark Nelson (5/27) and 
George Anderson (5/27).  

 
 
 
 
 



 
  

At the Head Table, May 8 
 

Rotarian Herb Ragsdale earned an M.S. in Public 
Administration from Troy State University, and a B.A. in Social 
Work from Norfolk State University. During military service he 
attained Top Secret, SBI Clearance, and was responsible for 
recruiting, teaching, training and commissioning officers for the 
U.S. Army.  He also developed the current introductory college 
military science courses at The University of Alabama and 
Livingston College. From 2003-2010 he was Principal of Central 
High in Tuscaloosa. He has served on the Board of Directors 
for  DCH, Sickle Cell,  College Nation and  Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. He is also Commissioner for the Twin Rivers District 
of Black Warrior Council. He has been married for 31 years and 
has two grown sons. Rotarian Chuck Turner attended the 
University of Alabama Birmingham and studied electrical 
engineering. He then worked in Huntsville on the Saturn 5 
program for NASA. He later worked with Rust Engineering in 
Birmingham designing industrial electrical systems. In 1972 he 
moved to Tuscaloosa to partner with Tennis Jackson in the 
electrical, HVAC and security business. He has been married to 
the former Judy Culpepper for 46 years and they have two 
grown children, Brad and Meredith. Rotarian Scott Hickman 
is from Geneva. He is married to Stephanie Hickman, a middle 
school librarian at Rock Quarry.  They have two sons, Will and 
Baker.  Scott is an attorney at Rosen Harwood he has been in 
Rotary since 2009.  Rotarian Liz Wilson is an agent for 
American General Life and Accident Insurance. She grew up in 
Homewood and is a graduate of Shades Valley High and 
Auburn University. She has been in Tuscaloosa since 1976 and 
has two children and four grandchildren.  

  
 

UPCOMING 
PROGRAMS 
   

 

May 22 
 

Brigadier General 
Allen Harrell 

  

   
 
 

May 29 
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 Arcola Adduci,    
Aliceville Prison 

Warden  

 
 

“If there is any one 
particular in which I 
would have Rotary 
distinguished from 
other organizations, 
it is in the quality of 

character which 
results in the doing 

of things.” 
 

 — Paul Harris    
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You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Special Interest Story Headline 
 

“To catch the 
reader’s attention, 
place an interesting 

quote here.” 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

Don’t forget these two important 

Rotary events coming up in late 

January: 

1. “EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 

SEMINAR” Thursday, January 
28, 2010 at Indian Hills 
Country Club.   Renowned 

speaker and international 

presenter Michael Angelo 

Caruso will deliver a sure-to-

be fascinating presentation on 

the essence of leadership.  

Funds will go to support the 

Critical Care Transport Unit for 

Children’s Hospital of 

Alabama.  For more 

information on tickets and 

available discounts, contact 

club President Jordan Plaster. 

2. “SWEETHEART’S NIGHT” 

Thursday, Feb. 18
th

, North River  

FROM PRESIDENT JORDAN PLASTER 

THE ROTARY CLUB 

OF TUSCALOOSA 

PO Box 2403 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

35403 

  

  

this newsletter is to develop and write 

your own articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special offer 

that promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

  Web site. Microsoft offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter to a 

Web publication. So, when you’re 

finished writing your newsletter, 

convert it to a Web site and post it. 

  

 

  

Above: Author and 
Professor Howard 
Jones describes 
his new book, Blue 
and Gray 
Diplomacy, at 
Tuesday’s meeting.  
It was Jones’ third  
career visit to the 
Rotary club.  
(Photo by Laura 

Aaron) 

 

Right: A total of 121 
Rotarians and 17 
guests filled the 
ballroom at Tuesday’s 
meeting.   The 
attendance total was 
the second highest 
crowd of the year:  UA 
President Dr. Robert 
Witt drew 130 
members on January 
12

th
, 2010.  (Photo by 

Laura Aaron) 

 

 

  

Club President Jordan Plaster (above right) offered a special thanks to Dianne Salls, Joe 
Bedingfield, Fran Reilly, and Laura Aaron for their help in planning the party.   The 
committee stopped at nothing to make sure that each table had the appropriate, Valentine-
themed décor (above right)! 

 

       SERVICE ABOVE SELF 
            www.rotarytuscaloosa.com 

 
 

HONOR FLIGHT TO LAND ON MAY 1 
ROTARIANS NEEDED TO GREET VETERANS  

 Tuscaloosa Rotary will sponsor the 
its inaugural Honor Flight on May 1st, 
2010 at Tuscaloosa Regional Airport.  
Approximately 105 WWII veterans 
will depart from this location at 7:00 
AM that morning, will spend the day 
in Washington, D.C. touring the WWII 
monument, and will return to 
Tuscaloosa at about 8:10 PM that 
night to great fanfare.  Among those 
present to welcome the veterans 
home, there will be local Boy Scout 
troops, several marching bands from 
area high schools, and of course, a 
crowd of grateful citizens! 
   Honor Flight organizers encourage 
all Rotarians to show their support for 
these veterans by attending the 
homecoming ceremony on Saturday 
night.  Please be aware that the 
plane will return to BAMA AIR, INC. 
at the regional airport.  BAMA AIR is 
located at 4800 Carter Drive outside 
of the regional airport! 
   Hope to see you there!     
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The committee stopped at nothing to make sure that each table had the appropriate, 
Valentine-themed décor (above right)! 
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