
 
 
 
   
   

 
 
 
 

     In an economy struggling to redefine itself, 
and with millions of unemployed looking to 
learn new skills for a new economy, the 
nation’s state and community colleges 
suddenly find themselves on the forefront of 
national discussions about education and 
economic development.  

 
This week Tuscaloosa Rotarians will learn 

more about those developments from one of their own, and how 
they are taking shape right here at home. Rotarian Mark 
Heinrich, President of Shelton State Community College, will 
speak to the club. 

 
Dr. Heinrich, a native of Oconomowoc Wisconsin, earned 

B.S. and M.A. degrees from Tennessee Tech University, and a 
Ph.D. from the University of Alabama. While completing his 
graduate training, Mark served on Coach Bryant’s staff as an 
academic counselor and women’s tennis coach. In addition to 
positions in academe, Mark has worked as a private practitioner in 
psychology.  

 
Shelton State, with a student population of just over 6,000, 

has served the area since 1979. Dr. Heinrich has said that he is 
“honored to serve at an institution committed to quality technical 
and academic education, student success and achievement, and 
community service and engagement.” 

 
Mark, his wife Elaine and their toy poodle Abbie make 

their home in Tuscaloosa. 
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 The Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa has a long tradition of members with 

decorated service in the military, and of celebrating and honoring our active 
duty armed forces members and veterans. Last Tuesday, in the spirit of 
Memorial Day, the Club continued to uphold that tradition. We welcomed 
Brigadier General Allen M. Harrell, who spoke to the club on a wide range of 
matters stemming from his long experience in the military.  Rotarian Ray 
Farabee, whose long record of military service is well known to Tuscaloosa 
Rotarians, introduced the speaker. 
 

Harrell is Deputy Commander of the 167th Theater Sustainment 
Command, a logistics headquarters for United States Army operations in North 
America. He is responsible for strategic planning and coordination of support 
to active duty and federalized reserve forces in the United States Northern 
Command, as well as strategic planning for the Northern Command.   

 
Alabama is number known for being number one in football, but as 

General Harrell noted, it is also number one in National Guard service per 
capita. There are some 13,500 soldiers serving actively in the state (11,000 
serving in the Army Guard and the remaining 2,500 serving in the Air Guard). 
And given the nation’s recent history of conflict, Harrell said, our soldiers are 
highly experienced: Most have had 3-4 tours of duty, and the majority of their 
service has been in Iraq and Afghanistan. The state also boasts some 1,000 
training facilities and operational buildings, and claims over $400 million in 
federal money for the support of the Guard’s activities. 

 
Harrell also spoke briefly to his responsibilities of his position for 

logistics and domestic security. Those tasks have included providing security 
for the Demographic and Republication national conventions, for example, 
security at the G8 Conference and the Olympics, and recovery from natural 
disasters.    

 
General Harrell concluded with some remarks on what he considered to 

be the future of the armed forces and the Guard. That future, he suggested, 
centered on developing a much lighter fighting force, trained more in 
“irregular” warfare, which is characterized by forces with smaller numbers but 
more diverse training and a wider array of more focused capabilities. 

 

Last Week, May 22 
Brigadier General Allen M. Harrell 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 
At the Head Table, May 22 

 
After 28 years of developing her career in Atlanta, Phoenix and 
Birmingham, Rotarian Kim McMurray returned her career 
home to Tuscaloosa in August 2011, joining the office of WSV 
Architects, Inc. as a Practice Leader and Architect.  Kim holds a 
Masters in Business Administration from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham.  She is married to Bruce McMurray, a 
native New Zealander. They are celebrating 23 years of marriage 
and they have one daughter, Kylie, a junior at the University of 
Alabama.  Rotarian Ray Farabee is a native of Tuscaloosa. He is 
happily married to Elaine Farabee, and they have four children, 
three grandsons (two are veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan), two 
granddaughters and three great grandsons. Ray is an engineering 
graduate of Purdue University and the University of Alabama, and 
a veteran of   World War Two in the Pacific, where he a combat 
photographer and one of the first Americans to set foot on 
Japanese soil after the war. He has been a Rotarian since 1987, 
and has served on the Board of Directors, and in several other 
capacities. Rotarian Laura Crissey is a 1997 graduate of Auburn 
University, and a 2001 graduate of the University of Alabama 
School of Law. She is a Vice President and Trust Officer at 
Regions Bank. She and her husband Jeff have two children, 
Madelyn and Ella. Rotarian Mike Woodard is a graduate of 
Pickens County High, the University of Alabama and Shelton 
State. He has worked at UAB as an RN. He is also the owner of a 
Ford/Dodge dealer in Pickens County and the owner of a storage 
business in Tuscaloosa. He currently serves the Club as Chair for 
Public Relations. His wife Carol works with the Arc of 
Tuscaloosa. 
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“If there is any one 
particular in which I 
would have Rotary 
distinguished from 
other organizations, 
it is in the quality of 

character which 
results in the doing 

of things.” 
 

 — Paul Harris    
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You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Special Interest Story Headline 
 

“To catch the 
reader’s attention, 
place an interesting 

quote here.” 

One benefit of using your newsletter 

as a promotional tool is that you can 

reuse content from other marketing 

materials, such as press releases, 

market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your 

product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it 

useful to your readers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

Don’t forget these two important 

Rotary events coming up in late 

January: 

1. “EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 

SEMINAR” Thursday, January 
28, 2010 at Indian Hills 
Country Club.   Renowned 

speaker and international 

presenter Michael Angelo 

Caruso will deliver a sure-to-

be fascinating presentation on 

the essence of leadership.  

Funds will go to support the 

Critical Care Transport Unit for 

Children’s Hospital of 

Alabama.  For more 

information on tickets and 

available discounts, contact 

club President Jordan Plaster. 

2. “SWEETHEART’S NIGHT” 

Thursday, Feb. 18
th

, North River  

FROM PRESIDENT JORDAN PLASTER 

THE ROTARY CLUB 

OF TUSCALOOSA 

PO Box 2403 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

35403 

  

  

this newsletter is to develop and write 

your own articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special offer 

that promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a 

variety of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

  Web site. Microsoft offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter to a 

Web publication. So, when you’re 

finished writing your newsletter, 

convert it to a Web site and post it. 

  

 

  

Above: Author and 
Professor Howard 
Jones describes 
his new book, Blue 
and Gray 
Diplomacy, at 
Tuesday’s meeting.  
It was Jones’ third  
career visit to the 
Rotary club.  
(Photo by Laura 

Aaron) 

 

Right: A total of 121 
Rotarians and 17 
guests filled the 
ballroom at Tuesday’s 
meeting.   The 
attendance total was 
the second highest 
crowd of the year:  UA 
President Dr. Robert 
Witt drew 130 
members on January 
12

th
, 2010.  (Photo by 

Laura Aaron) 

 

 

  

Club President Jordan Plaster (above right) offered a special thanks to Dianne Salls, Joe 
Bedingfield, Fran Reilly, and Laura Aaron for their help in planning the party.   The 
committee stopped at nothing to make sure that each table had the appropriate, Valentine-
themed décor (above right)! 

 

       SERVICE ABOVE SELF 
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HONOR FLIGHT TO LAND ON MAY 1 
ROTARIANS NEEDED TO GREET VETERANS  

 Tuscaloosa Rotary will sponsor the 
its inaugural Honor Flight on May 1st, 
2010 at Tuscaloosa Regional Airport.  
Approximately 105 WWII veterans 
will depart from this location at 7:00 
AM that morning, will spend the day 
in Washington, D.C. touring the WWII 
monument, and will return to 
Tuscaloosa at about 8:10 PM that 
night to great fanfare.  Among those 
present to welcome the veterans 
home, there will be local Boy Scout 
troops, several marching bands from 
area high schools, and of course, a 
crowd of grateful citizens! 
   Honor Flight organizers encourage 
all Rotarians to show their support for 
these veterans by attending the 
homecoming ceremony on Saturday 
night.  Please be aware that the 
plane will return to BAMA AIR, INC. 
at the regional airport.  BAMA AIR is 
located at 4800 Carter Drive outside 
of the regional airport! 
   Hope to see you there!     
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The committee stopped at nothing to make sure that each table had the appropriate, 
Valentine-themed décor (above right)! 
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