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The Forgotten Initiative
(Story)

An Unexpected Journey

We never planned to adopt, and foster care wasn’t on our radar, but God made us
aware, and ultimately, awareness led to action. After having two daughters by birth
and adopting our son from Guatemala, my husband Clint and | began our second
adoption journey. Little did we know that God had something very different in store
for us. Several times we hoped to adopt, and each time our hopes were dashed. |
couldn’t understand why, but through our waiting journey, | learned God was doing

something more significant than we expected or dreamed

A Change in (My) Perspective

After multiple rejections, we found ourselves waiting again. But our hope would soon
fade after hearing another “No.” | begged God to give me His perspective, and that’s
when | felt Him say, “It’s not about bringing a child into your family, it’s about bringing
your family to a child.” This new perspective opened the door to a whole new world
for us called foster care. Once again, we became aware, and awareness led to action.
With my kids in tow, | walked into our local foster care agency to find out more. | saw
the rooms where children waited to be placed with a foster family, but the rooms
didn’t look friendly or welcoming, and | was compelled to do something. With
permission from the agency, | called out to my family and friends to help create a
space that would make these kids feel special, and they jumped into action. Through
this, | learned a valuable lesson: God’s people care about the foster care community,
but they don’t always know where to begin or how to help. When | made them aware
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of the need and gave them specific way;J‘;_o‘serve, they got involved.
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New Beginnings and Growth

The Forgotten Initiative (TFI) was born, and it wasn’t long before other people
reached out, looking to do the same in their areas. This was bigger than me. What
started as a way to help my community support our foster care community, soon
grew across the country. Our family has grown since that time too. Three siblings
joined our family through foster care, and then adoption, and finally, we adopted our

youngest son from Uganda.

Moving Forward

God has done immeasurably more than | could have asked or thought and | can’t wait
to see what He will continue to do! | look expectantly towards the future where
people everywhere are supporting the foster care community and experiencing Jesus

together!

# The Forgotten Initiative
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The Rotary Foundation is at the Heart of Rotary Service

The Rotary Foundation’s mission is to support education, improve health, and
reduce poverty to promote goodwill, peace and understanding around the world.
The Foundation’s seven areas of focus include: peace and conflict - disease
prevention and treatment - water and sanitation - maternal and child health -
basic education and literacy - economic and community development.

The Rotary Foundation transforms your gifts into projects that change lives, both
close to home and around the world. As the charitable arm of Rotary, we tap into
a global network of Rotarians who invest their time, money and expertise into our
priority areas of service, which includes the eradication of polio.

Are you giving to The Rotary Foundation? It’s so easy.

The simple way to donate is to add $25 (or any amount) per quarter to your
quarterly dues billing. Just let our Treasurer, Al Spencer know you want to add a
foundation contribution to your billing. You can contact him at:

spencerac@aol.com or talk with at a meeting. Forms will be available at the next

Rotary meeting to make it even easier.

You are encouraged to attend the Rotary meeting on Tuesday, March 25th as we
recognize multiple Paul Harris Fellows. A great way to learn more and how you catr
be involved.

Be part of the heart of Rotary! To learn more, contact Johnnie Aycock, Rotary

Foundation Chair at jaycockrainforest@gmail.com or call or text 205-765-9332.
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March Birthdays

Foote Hooper (3/5), Kevin Whitaker (3/5), Susan
McGuire (3/8), Alison Phillips (3/9), Mitchell Loper
(3/11), Bill Gosselin (3/18), Omar Smith (3/19), Bernard
Harwood (3/22), Bob Weatherly (3/25), Steve Wiggins
(3/27), Mike Reilly (3/29), Rob Moore (3/29), Mike
Chambers (3/30), Jason Bailey, 3/31).
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Upcoming Rotary
Guest Speakers

e 3/18 - Miranda Harbin - The Forgotten
Initiative

e 3/25 - Tuscaloosa Rotary Memorial
Foundation

e 4/1-TBD

e 4/8 -TBD

Rotary

Club of Tuscaloosa LA
Officers and Directors

Mitch Loper - President

Byron Heifner - VP & President-Elect
Christina Fanning - Secretary

Al Spencer - Treasurer

Charles Nash - Tuscaloosa Rotary Memorial Foundation

Directors:

Kirk Cornelius- Membership Meetings & Programs

Thornton Jones - Bulletin Editor, Membership Communication
Natassia Perrine - Sergeant-At-Arms

Johnnie Aycock - Rotary Foundation Chair

James Duren - Community Service Projects

Katie Osburne - Membership Chair

Tony Johnson - Immediate Past President

BILLING QUESTIONS? CONTACT AL AT SPENCERAC@AOL.COM OR (703)-217-
9008
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http://www.rotary6860.org/

Upcoming Rotary
Guest Speakers
(Morning Club)

e 3/20 - Carole Foret - Huntsville Artist
e 3/27 - Hayes Webb - District Attorney

Morning Club Directors

Adrian Cleckler - President

Claire Day - President-Elect - Club Public Image Chair
Michael Ford - Immediate Past President

Charlotte Bowers - Club Fundraising Chair Secretary
Phillip Bush - Treasurer

Nathan Chilcutt- Sergeant-at-Arms

Kathleen Pearson Brunot - Club Programs Chair

Rodney M. Marshall - Sergeant-At-Arms

Barry A. Peterson - Club Service Chair
Past President Club Grants Chair - William Edward Petty
Membership Chair - Sherri Townsend
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